Here's a story about grace from the Old Testament. You can read the biblical story of
Mephibosheth and David in your Bible in 2 Samuel 9.

Mepbibosheth Accepts

GRACE
by John Nichols

MEPHIBOSHETH, the five-year-old
grandson of King Saul, lost his
father, Jonathan, and his grandfather on the same day in Israel's war
with the Philistines. The custom in
those days was that when a king was
defeated his family would be killed as
well so there would be no one left to
claim the throne.
Mephibosheth's nanny feared the
boy would be hunted and wanted to
protect him. She hugged him tightly
as she ran from the house. In her haste,
she dropped Mephibosheth, and
the injury left him disabled.
Mephibosheth grew up
hidden from public life. He
adjusted to his disability, married, and had a son of his
own. Life seemed good. Then word arrived that David, the
new king of Israel, had discovered his hiding place. David
sent messengers to bring Mephibosheth to the court.

With fear pounding in his heart, Mephibosheth bowed before the king.
What would happen? Would King David show mercy to Saul's grandson?
David's voice was kind, and his words gave the trembling man hope.
"Don't be afraid," King David said. "Your father, Jonathan, was my best
friend, and I have been hoping to find someone from his family to whom
I could show God's kindness."
Mephibosheth looked up as the king spoke.
"All of your grandfather's lands are yours. No more hiding."
The king stretched out his hand toward Mephibosheth.
"And you will move to my palace and eat your meals at my table."
From that day on, Mephibosheth and his son lived in David's palace,
and Mephibosheth was treated like one of David's own sons.
Mephibosheth could do nothing to earn David's bountiful kindness.
David's grace was freely given because David had loved Jonathan and
because David had experienced God's
grace many times. Mephibosheth
accepted the king's offer and became
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our example. God offers grace to us
that we can never earn; we can only
receive it.»

