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Thoughts on the Resurrection 

John W. Nichols 

Thoughts to consider 
 
The spread of the Christian church.  
Most anyone in Jerusalem could visit the tomb to verify its empty state. It would have been 

simple to discredit Christianity and expose the resurrection as a hoax.   
A few weeks after the resurrection Peter preached a sermon to the Jews gathered in 

Jerusalem. His remarks included this poignant line: 
 
This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. 

Acts 2:32 

Josh McDowell writes in The Resurrection Factor (page 107), “Do you believe for a moment 
that the early church could have survived for a week in its hostile surroundings if Jesus Christ had 
not been raised from the dead? The resurrection of its founder was preached within a few minutes’ 
walk of Joseph’s tomb. As a result of the first sermon, immediately after arguing for a risen Christ, 
3000 believed. Shortly thereafter, 5000 more believed.” 

John’s response on seeing the empty tomb might have been a common reaction for those 
who had to see for themselves. 

 
So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also entered, and he saw and 

believed.  

John 20:8 

The extensive number of witnesses who saw Christ after the resurrection.  
Some are named; some remain anonymous.  
Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18, Mark 16:9) 
Other women (Matthew 28:8-10) 
Peter (Luke 24:34, 1 Corinthians 15:5) 
Two followers on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35, Mark 16:12) 
To the ten disciples (Thomas was absent.) (Luke 24:36-43, John 20:19-24) 
To the eleven disciples (Thomas was present.) (John 20:24-29) 
To seven disciples by the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-13) 
To 500 followers (1 Corinthians 15:6) 
 
The disciples did not steal the body. 
To prevent this very act the chief priests and Pharisees asked Pilate to secure the grave 

(Matthew 27:62-66). The tomb was secured with Pilate’s authoritative seal, and an elite Roman guard 
kept watch. Think special forces. This team of sixteen men had four on duty at any given moment 
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with the remainder scattered about them sleeping. Were the disciples, the men who fled from Jesus 
at the first sign of trouble in the Garden of Gethsemane, capable of overpowering such a force? 

Where were the disciples? They cowered in fear behind closed doors certain the next knock 
would be the Jews coming to arrest them. The eleven followers did not steal the body from the 
tomb. 

 
So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were 

shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst 

and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

John 20:9 

 
Women were the first witnesses. 
Josh McDowell writes in The Resurrection Factor (page 73), “According to Jewish principles of 

legal evidence…women were invalid witnesses. They did not have a right to give testimony in a 
court of law.” Yet women were the first to experience the truth of the resurrection and break the 
news. God chose the least likely to bring the word. 

 
For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, 

not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 

shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things 

which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the 

things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast 

before God.  

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 

The women’s testimony forced the doubting disciples to conduct their own investigation. 
 
And they remembered His words, and returned from the tomb and reported all these 

things to the eleven and to all the rest. Now they were Mary Magdalene and Joanna and 

Mary the mother of James; also the other women with them were telling these things to 

the apostles. But these words appeared to them as nonsense, and they would not believe 

them.  

Luke 24:8-11 

 
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he *saw the linen 

wrappings only; and he went away to his home, marveling at what had happened.  

Luke 24:12 

 
Joseph and Nicodemus prepared the body for burial. 
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Once the Romans were convinced that Jesus was dead, Joseph obtained Pilate’s permission 
to bury the body. 

 
Pilate wondered if He was dead by this time, and summoning the centurion, he 

questioned him as to whether He was already dead. And ascertaining this from the 

centurion, he granted the body to Joseph.  

Matthew 15:44-45 

 Nicodemus joined Joseph and together they applied a seventy-five pound mixture of myrrh 
and aloe to the strips of cloth. This sticky wrapping served to mitigate the stench of the rotting flesh. 
The body was placed in Joseph’s unused tomb with a large rock rolled into place to secure the site. 
Only a miracle could bring Jesus alive and overpower these preparations. 
 

The large stone. 
Matthew and Mark described the stone placed in front of the tomb as extremely large 

(Matthew 27:60, Mark 16:4). How was the stone removed? Matthew explained that an angel did the 
work. 

 
And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from 

heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. And his appearance was 

like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. The guards shook for fear of him and 

became like dead men.  

Matthew 28:2-4 

Mark, Luke and John used different Greek words to describe the placement of the stone 
after it was moved. Unfortunately in the English translations these nuances of meaning can be lost.  

 
Mark’s chosen word implies the stone was lifted up.  
 
Looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away, although it was extremely 

large.  

Mark 16:4 

Luke tells his readers the stone was rolled away a distance from the tomb. 
  
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 

Luke 24:2 

John’s choice indicates the stone had been picked up and carried away. 
 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was 

still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb.  

John 20:1 
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Variances in testimonies. 
Read the Gospel accounts and note the differences in their testimonies. Each writer added 

his own flavor to the narrative. Rather than a parroted preconceived explanation each told the story 
as he recalled the facts. What a rich study to objectively compare the accounts and see how they 
mesh! 

Books: 
Evidence That Demands a Verdict, Josh McDowell 
The Resurrection Factor, Josh McDowell 
Many Infallible Proofs, Henry M. Morris and Henry M. Morris, III 
Basic Theology, Charles C. Ryrie 
The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Alfred Edersheim, Book 5/Chapter 16 

Web sites (links accessed 4/13/2017): 
 
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/historical-evidence-for-the-resurrection 
 
http://www.bible.ca/d-resurrection-evidence-Josh-McDowell.htm 
 
https://bible.org/article/evidences-resurrection 
 
http://www.icr.org/article/ultimate-proof-christianity-the-resurrection-jesus/ 
 
https://www.josh.org/resurrection/evidence-for-the-resurrection/ 
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