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For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his
shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God,
Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6

A special thanks to the Southbridge members who gave their time and talent
to present this devotional to our church.
We pray this devotional will help you encounter Christ during the Christmas
season. Each entry was skillfully written by selected Southbridge members.
With four weeks of content, this devotional focuses on Isaiah 9:6 and the
names given to Christ: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. This is an opportunity to consider and reflect upon the
unique characteristics of our Savior.
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Week 1

Wonderful Counselor
NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 6

Jesus Is Our Wonderful Counselor
by JD Hensarling

Names can have such great meaning. I was recently in the villages in SW Madagascar. In one village, the people told us that children are named based on their fate. If
they have a cursed fate at birth, they will receive a bad name (for example, “waste of
time”). Parents may try to change a child’s bad fate. One man told us his parents set
him as an infant in the entrance to a cow pen as the cows were released. The large
beasts galloped out of the pen with no regard for the infant there on the ground.
In most instances, we are told, the child dies. In this instance, however, he lived.
His fate was changed and he was given a new name. He is now a believer, following
Christ, and leading a group of believers in his village.
God tells us His names in the Scriptures to reveal to us His infinite character. He
told Moses, “I am who I am.” (Ex. 3:14) The psalmist declares, He is the God who
works wonders. (Ps. 77:14) The Elders before the throne fall down and glorify the
Lord God Almighty (“El Shaddai”) in Revelation 11:17.
In Isaiah 9, God is speaking to the prophet Isaiah. It is about 800 years prior to
Christ’s birth. The enemy armies had conquered and enslaved much of the known
world and were threatening the people of Israel. God gives Isaiah a vision of the
coming Messiah, of hope for the coming fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant. God
describes the Messiah by four names: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. We will focus here on the Wonderful Counselor.
Jesus is wonderful (too amazing for us to comprehend) in so many ways. He was
born of a virgin. (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18-25) He lived a perfect, sinless life. (Matt.
5:48; Heb. 4:15) He healed the sick, the blind, the lame, and raised the dead. (Matt.
8:1-4; 14-17; Matt. 9:18-26; Mark 10:46-52; John 11:1-44) He taught amazing, new
things. (Matt. 5:2-11; 6:5-15; Luke 6:27) He forgave sin. (Matt. 9:1-8) He endured a
brutal, violent death while innocent. (Matt. 27:32-54; Mark 15:16-20) He rose from
the dead. (Matt. 28:1-10; Mark 16:6) He became our salvation. (Heb. 5:9; John 1:914; 2 Cor. 5:21) He is truly wonderful.
The Hebrew word for “counselor” is “yo-w-es”. It means advise, counsel or resolve.
It is often used in Scripture to describe a counselor to a king. See 1 Chron. 27:3233; 2 Sam. 15:12; Prov. 11:14; 24:6; Nahum 1:11. See also Micah 4:9 (“Is there no
king in you? Has your counselor perished . . . ?”)

Jesus is our Good Counselor. He “is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom.”
(Is. 28:29 (ESV)) He beckons the weary and heavy-laden come to Him for rest.
(Matt. 11:28-30) He tells us the life-giving truth that counters the lies of this world.
Jesus changes our hearts. (Rom. 6:8-11) He makes us new creations. (2 Cor. 5:17)
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us. (1 John 1:9) He invites
us to counsel with Him: “Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like
crimson, they shall become like wool.” (Is. 1:18) He is the one mediator between
God and man. (1 Tim. 2:5-6) He is our High Priest, a propitiation for our sins.
(Heb. 2:17-18) In Jesus are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge of the mysteries of God. (Col. 2:2-3) The world tells us we are worthless or unfulfilled unless
we are this thing or have that thing. The world tells us we cannot be forgiven for
this thing we have done. Jesus tells us we are forgiven, that we are sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father. He changes our fate and our name. The world gives us
anxiety. He gives us a peace that passes all understanding. (Phil. 4:7) He loves us.
(Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:15-19) He invites our prayers. (Phil. 4:6; James 1:5) He cares
for us. (Matt. 6:25-34; Heb. 4:14-16) He will never leave us or forsake us. (Heb.
13:5) Nothing can separate us from His love. (Rom. 8:38-39) Jesus is our Wonderful Counselor.
This Christmas Season, let us meditate on these scriptures and worship the Wonderful Counselor for who He is and for what He has done, for how He changes our lives
and our eternity. He is the one and only reason for a season of celebration.

Reflection
1. Which of the above-referenced Scriptures ministers to your heart?
2. How has Jesus shown Himself to be a Wonderful Counselor in your life?
3. How can this Christmas be different by focusing on the presence of the Wonderful Counselor?

An Astonishing Attorney
by Aimee Caverly

Have you ever considered something to be astonishing? The word is not even one
we use much these days. In fact, it’s difficult to say the word “astonishing” without
using a British accent. However, consider how easily we are “amazed” at the quickness of our new iPhone or “shocked” at the devastation of a catastrophe we hear
about on the news. But can you remember the last time you were truly Astonished?
Something astonishing carries along with it an element of surprise to the point of
leaving one’s mouth open. I think a child waking up to the beauty of Christmas
morning perhaps, yet I don’t even think that is truly astonishing. So what is so
Astonishing?
Isaiah prophesied of the birth of a child more than 800 years before Christ actually
came. For 800 years, humanity was “pregnant” with and awaiting the Messiah, the
only one who could ever bear a name with such significance as Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace, which of course was
fulfilled only by our Savior, Jesus. Astonished?
Or how about the fact that the Savior of the World was born to a virgin, in a stable
and placed in a manger to the tune of heralding angels? What? The king of the
universe, conceived by God, lay in a dirty, used feeding trough?
And of course, now we know what happened to this ‘Astonishing’ baby. This
‘Wonderful Counselor’ hung on a cross and died for the sins of all mankind so that
whomever believes in Him shall not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)
So as we consider the name ‘Wonderful Counselor,’ let us not gloss over the words
lightly just because they are so familiar to us. Familiarity breeds indifference but
significance breeds fascination.
“Wonderful” in the context of Isaiah 9:6 means astonishing. How all these events
and more could happen can only be miraculous, astonishing, marvelous and wonderful. This word “Wonderful” is awesome in a way that takes your breath away, it
leaves you speechless.
So why is the term “Wonderful Counselor” significant? Let’s clarify the meaning of
the term Counselor. You may think this word means someone who listens to your
problems and helps you make decisions. Well, kind of, but really so much more.
Counselor also means Attorney or Scribe.

In biblical times, the terms counselor, attorney and scribe were synonymous. This
person would know the law inside and out and be able to describe how it pertained
to each person’s unique situation in a way that they could defend the guilty person.
And the truth is, we are all in need of a defense attorney. Romans 3:23 says “all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” But according to Matthew 5:17, Jesus
didn’t come to abolish the law or prophets, but to fulfill them. Jesus didn’t just do
life perfect, but He approaches the bench on our behalf and overturns our death
sentence into one of life.
The sinless Son of God hangs on a heinous cross and dies a humiliating death for us.
Then after being raised back to life goes to the Father, the Judge, and pleads our case
for forgiveness and release from the penalty.
Our Wonderful Counselor sits at the right hand of the Father, constantly interceding for those who believe in Him. He fulfills the law of sin and death and brings
everlasting life to us who were once dead in our trespasses.
Let us, with mouths open wide, sing praises to our “Astonishing Attorney” who
took all of our sin for us and not only lived the law, but fulfilled it so we could live
with Him eternally. May we all wake up on Christmas morning, as children of God,
astonished again and again at what He has done. For He has done it. It is finished!
Astonished?

Reflection
1. What leaves you astonished in our current world?
2. How do we keep from becoming complacent in God’s sin provision for us?
3. How do we remain astonished at what our Wonderful Counselor did for us
throughout the Christmas season and beyond?

Week 2
Mighty God

DECEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 13

The Perfect Gift for Mighty God
by John Nichols

Do we take time to examine the tag before we open a gift? Reading the giver’s name,
especially if he’s known for generosity, quickens our pulse before we tear the wrapping paper. Some people excel in the gift-giving department and seem to know the
present that best fits the recipient. Isaiah promised that God would give the perfect
gift to the world. Who better than the Creator to make that selection? The prophet’s
anticipation soared as he described the gift hundreds of years in advance. God would
send a child, and He would be called Mighty God.
Isaiah tells us that God’s thoughts are not our thoughts, and God’s ways are not our
ways (Isaiah 55:8-9). God works far above our level, and quite often His actions make
little sense to us. Who but God would choose the birth of a child as His strategy for
defeating sin, death and Satan? The name Mighty God means Powerful Warrior or
Champion—names that predict the One to come would triumph over evil.
What else does Isaiah tell us about God, the One who gives beyond measure? He is
holy, holy, holy (Isaiah 6:3). That’s Isaiah’s way of telling us God is 100% pure. Isaiah
reminds us that God is our Creator, and He sits above the angelic beings in power and
authority (Isaiah 37:16). God has no peers, and His plans cannot be thwarted (Isaiah
25:1). The prophet’s words assure us that God promised to give His best.
In my Christmas shopping I’m careful to keep the receipt in case an exchange is necessary. The size, color, or even my selection may be wrong. God’s gift is the right
choice for each of us. Mighty God conquered sin in the battle at Calvary. He will one
day establish an everlasting kingdom where we will enjoy His presence forever. In our
daily walk Mighty God gives us purpose and showers us with blessings that surprise
and delight.
What parent hasn’t experienced Christmas-morning stress over garbled instructions,
parts that refuse to align, or missing batteries not used in any common household
device? The child waits expectantly (perhaps not patiently, though) while Dad and
Mom rush to assemble the gift. And then there’s the frantic search for the crucial part
lost in the mounds of discarded wrapping paper. Oh, the joy of the assembled gift that
works right out of the box. God’s gift requires no effort on our part since He did all
the work. And there’s more! Mighty God adds generous benefits including:

Peace. (Isaiah 26:3-4)
God never changes, and His gift never grows outdated. We can center our thoughts
on Him and experience an unexplainable peace in any circumstance.
Unlimited Grace. (Isaiah 30:18)
Isaiah painted a portrait of God seeking out opportunities to shower grace upon us.
His compassion covers every part of our lives.
Tenderness. (Isaiah 40:11)
A Powerful Warrior who overcomes His enemies seems unapproachable, yet Mighty
God displays gentleness in His dealings with His children. We could never rise to His
level, so He descended to ours.
Protection. (Isaiah 41:10, 43:1-2)
Fear, panic, and anxiety are responses we can avoid since He walks with us. He wraps
His arms around us in the turmoil, and He calls us by name. We belong to Him.
Gifts by definition are free. The giver expects no reimbursement. We accept God’s
gracious offer, but repaying His generosity is impossible. Our love for Him grows
deeper as the magnitude of His gift overwhelms us, and we want to show our love for
Him in some tangible way. How do we demonstrate our love for God? What gift can
we give?
Isaiah answered that question for us. God desires men and women who are willing
to serve at His pleasure, perform His work, and follow Him with their whole hearts.
Isaiah showed the perfect gift for Mighty God in Isaiah 6:8 (NIV), “Then I heard the
voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said,
‘Here am I. Send me!’” Have you accepted Mighty God? Is He at the top of your giving
list this Christmas?
Reflection
1. How does examining a gift’s tag show respect for the giver? When has a giver’s
name triggered anticipation for you even before the gift was opened?
2. God’s gift of His Son, Mighty God, comes complete with abundant blessings.
Which of these blessings are meaningful to you this holiday season? Why?
3. Isaiah expressed his love for God in a tangible way by saying, “Here am I. Send
me!” What prevents you from giving yourself to God to be used as He sees fit?

The Most Anticipated Gift
by Shanna Lehr

I can still remember my ninth Christmas Eve. It was a cold evening and our whole
family gathered around our multi-colored Christmas tree. My Dad held a special
gift for each one of my sisters and I, but before he would give it to us, he wanted to
say a few words. We sat, barely able to think about anything else. What was this special gift? We could hardly wait! My Dad began by thanking us for being a part of a
special ministry that he had been called to that year. Because he just “could not have
done it without us”, he handed each wide-eyed one of us a crisp $20 bill. It was more
than our little hands had ever held at one time! What a gift!
I imagine that our anticipation paled in comparison to how the Israelites felt when
they heard the news that a baby was going to be born in Israel - a baby who would
come to earth as God himself. Life as an Israelite had carried severe disappointment.
Constant disobedience and discipline had permeated generations of families. Wars
were fought. Kingdoms had fallen. Many had died. Why would God give such a
wonderful gift to Israel? It was not because they deserved it; but was rather, a gift of
divine grace from a Father to His children.
So, who was this child that would be named after the Father God? Isaiah prophesied
that he would be called, “Mighty God”, a declaration to the whole world that Jesus
was in fact, God. His authority wasn’t to be questioned; his power unparalleled. This
Jesus was a personal gift, not only to Israel, but also to the entire world! He would
be “God with us”.
He would turn water to wine, heal the lame, calm the sea, and bring the dead back
to life. He would speak healing and turn lives upside down. Even demons would
recognize him and flee. He was mighty and powerful and deserving of such an
important name, but he was also personal. He could look into the hearts and souls
of those most in need of him and forgive with Father-like grace. When a woman
caught in adultery stood before him, he showed her grace, while instructing her to
live in truth. He wept with his friends when they grieved the loss of their brother,
and yet moments later, brought that dead man back to life. His words would provide comfort and peace to those searching for him but stir up anger in those who
thought they had no need for him. He would spend his time on earth teaching a
rag-tag group of men to carry on his mission, and eventually, he would die a miserable death on the cross of Calvary. Because while he was indeed our “Mighty God”,
Jesus was also unwavering in his obedience to his Father, so that you and I might
experience the greatest gift: the grace and forgiveness of Almighty God.

Reflection
1. Can you remember a time when God met you personally in your time of need?
2. How has this changed the way you worship him?
3. If you’ve experienced the grace and forgiveness of Jesus, how can you help others
to experience it as well?

Week 3

Everlasting Father
DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20

You are Mine
by Kristy Massie

My son had been pushing my buttons for the last half hour. Sullen and sarcastic,
he offered grudging obedience at best, and I had enough. Adding to the stress, the
family had an errand to run that required a short road trip, and now we needed to
go. Finally giving my son a deadline to complete the tasks I had asked of him, I stated simply, “Get it done. We have to leave.” As an afterthought, I added, “And I have a
surprise for you and your brothers when we get in the car.” I turned to go, frustrated
with his poor attitude and disrespectful comments and needing to get away before
I responded in kind. Partway through the door I heard, “Why would you have a
surprise for me? I don’t even deserve it.” I froze. Tears stung my eyes as I heard the
real question: “Why would you do good for me if I haven’t been good enough?”
Speaking while I crossed the three steps between my boy and me, I responded to the
heart behind his words. “Because you are my son.” Reaching him, I cupped his face
in my hands and kissing his cheeks continued, “and I am well-pleased with you. Not
because of what you do, but because of who you are—mine.”
Too often the children of God wonder the same thing that my son did. Oh, we
know the Word that tells us we no longer bear condemnation once we choose
Christ, but like my boy, we’re still so very aware of how much we miss the mark.
How can we turn to the Father and expect blessing?
Let me ask you: Is God pleased with you right now?
Maybe so. You are reading a devotion; that’s a check in the box, right?
Or maybe not. Did you lose your temper? Forget to pray? Overeat? Under tithe?
Struggle with that private sin you hate so much? What stands between you and
God’s approval?
While we may be hopeful that God isn’t mad at us, it’s hard to imagine He’s actually
pleased with us. But Scripture tells us that God’s approval isn’t dependent on our
actions. In fact, if there is no condemnation then that means there is full approval.
Right now--devotion reading or no; a good day with only a few mess-ups or one
of the train-wreck days -- He approves and loves us -- you -- without reluctance or
qualification.
Is that hard to accept? Do you hesitate to believe that the Father’s full approval
rests on you right now? Does the list of reasons you don’t deserve His delight begin
forming in your mind? The reality, though, is that this unmerited affection is the
celebration of Christmas.

Isaiah writes that the baby born would be called, among other powerful titles,
Everlasting Father. The father of and for eternity humbled Himself to become a baby
so that He could bear our sins on the cross and restore our relationship with Him as
Father. Ephesians 1:4 explains that even before the earth hovered in space, God selected us for Himself. Then, desiring a place to develop that relationship, the triune
God spoke, and all of creation was born. The Everlasting Father built a universe so
we could inhabit it—so He could know us and we could know him. Then came that
moment in the garden when Adam and Eve disobeyed and broke the relationship
with their Creator. It was their fault, yet God made the effort for restoration so that
we could know, again, the love and kind compassion of the Father’s heart.
This plan to rescue and restore us wasn’t of our doing. Not because of our righteousness but according to his mercy He saved us. Since the blood of Christ cleanses, redeems and frees us, Scripture affirms that nothing exists that can separate us
now from the love of God—not pride, depression, the enemy’s lies, busyness of daily
life, things present, things to come, or anything else in all creation. To paraphrase,
this means that nothing we did yesterday, are doing today, or even will do tomorrow—good or bad—separates us from or adds to His love. Once we choose Christ
and His Spirit indwells us, He is satisfied with us even when we “don’t even deserve
it.” Yesterday, today, and forever, Jesus remains our Everlasting Father, pleased with
you, pleased with me—not because of what we do but because of whose we are: His.

Reflection
1. This season celebrates the Incarnation: the Father of Eternity became the Son
of Man for the express purpose of restoring relationship with you. Reflect on that.
What springs up in your heart in response—Joy? Hope? Ambivalence? Disbelief? What does your reaction show you about your understanding of the Father’s
heart?
2. Do you rest in the warmth of the Father’s embrace on a day to day basis—not
just when you get it right, but also when you fail? If so, think back on the path He
has brought you on to bring you here. See his hand of mercy and grace through
the years. Thank Him for His faithful love.
3. If not, begin to ask Him to show you why. Ask the One who loves you best to
show you why it is hard to accept and walk in His love and acceptance. And while
you wait for Him to show you, let this song our children sing loop in your mind:
“Yes, Jesus loves me. / Yes, Jesus loves me. / Yes, Jesus loves me. / The Bible tells
me so.”

Fatherhood
by Bill Grimme

Isaiah 9:6 says: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”. The title Everlasting Father has had a particular
special meaning to me the last couple of years, as I have been challenged to think
about what it means to emulate Christ in increasing ways in the area of fatherhood.
Some Godly attributes that come to mind for me are: without ceasing, forever, with
unconditional love, sacrificially, with kindness and forgiveness, teaching by example, patience, perseverance….
The first challenge came during mission trips to Heart’s Cry Children’s Ministry in
Panama in 2014, when God began stirring the hearts of my wife and me to do more
for the cause of the fatherless. How were we going to respond to the mandates in
James 1:27: “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to
look after orphans and widows in their distress…”, and Deuteronomy 10:18: “He
(God) defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow…”? After much prayer
and reflection and since our own children were grown and no longer lived near us,
we felt the freedom to accept God’s call to move to Panama. It was ultimately only
through the faith that he so kindly provided that were we able to do so. And He has
richly blessed us in Panama, as He works through while we care for orphans like
an earthly father and mother would and introduce them to our Heavenly Father by
doing our best to emulate Him. To paraphrase what I wrote in my blog earlier this
year, this is where I met Pricilla.
We began our visit at Malambo Orphanage at the house for HIV orphans
where 5 or 6 young children were playing outside on the porch. The four
of us sat on the floor and begin interacting with the children. However,
one little girl about 2-3 years old named Pricilla, who seemed to have a
learning disability, was quite content staying by herself and jumped up
and down, back and forth across the porch. After maybe 20-30 minutes,
Pricilla started getting closer to me and began playing with the nearby
toys. Suddenly she turned to me and put her arms out for me to lift her
up and down, so she could bounce higher off the floor. She was beaming with delight, as she went up and down. When I finally got tired and
put her down, she leaned over and gently put her head on my shoulder
and then squeezed me tight with a big hug from somewhere deep inside.
I don’t know how God might use these moments to impact Pricilla’s life,
but I do know that He gave me the joy of feeling the unconditional love of
an innocent child and the challenge of loving others the same way.

I imagine this is the same joy that our Heavenly Father experiences when we reciprocate His unconditional love. How would you define unconditional love from
your life experiences? Who do you need to show it to today?
It was a few months later during a special two-day conference in Panama City when
I received “the call” that my Father had just passed away in Indiana. Although he
had recently had his second leg removed due to complications from diabetes, he was
doing well and was to be released the next day from his rehab center. The suddenness of his death came as quite a surprise. However, this story has a happy ending.
You see, less than two-years earlier at the age of 84 when my father had his first leg
amputated, God in His perseverance and patience compelled me to once again share
the Gospel with him. This time was different, as my father through the working of
the Holy Spirit heard the lifesaving message of Jesus and accepted Christ, the Everlasting Father, as his Lord and Savior. Now when I think of our Everlasting Heavenly Father, I also think of how in His mercy and grace and love without ceasing, I
will be able to spend eternity with my earthly father in a new, complete, perfect,
glorified body. Who do you feel compelled to share Jesus with today? Don’t wait.
Don’t give up.

Reflection
1. How would you define unconditional love from your life experiences? Who do
you need to show it to today?
2. Who do you feel compelled to share Jesus with today?
3. What attributes come to mind for you, as you think of God as Everlasting Father?

Week 4
Prince of Peace

DECEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 25

Leaning In to the Prince of Peace
by Angela Parlin

The last few years, we’ve made optimistic plans for how we’d spend our Christmas
season as a family--simple and sacred and free of added stress. In order to minimize
December’s craziness, we’ve streamlined certain traditions, prepared in advance,
and simplified gift-giving.
We wanted to spend more time loving our neighbors, loving each other, and worshiping Jesus, rather than participating in every single holiday opportunity that
presented itself. But somehow, even with great intentions, at some point each year,
all the to-do’s come rushing over me like a crashing wave and a stomach ache.
All the good traditions and activities fill the calendar and make the lists, but then
crowd out my joy and rob me of peace.
But is that really true? Does anything in this life really have the power to take my
peace away?
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
Jesus is called our Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God, our Everlasting Father,
and finally, our Prince of Peace.
When He was born in the town of David, angels praised God and sang about the
peace He would bring to mankind--Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth, peace to those on whom His favor rests. (Luke 2:14) On whom does His favor
rest? It rests on all who receive it, by faith in Jesus Christ.
As Prince of Peace, Jesus came to earth to provide peace between God and man,
reconciling us to God through the cross.
As Prince of Peace, Jesus offers us inward peace for our hearts and minds, no matter
what difficulties come our way.
As Prince of Peace, Jesus will one day establish His forever kingdom, and He will
rule with endless peace. Of the greatness of His government and peace there will be
no end. (Isaiah 9:7a)

This Christmas season, if Jesus has reconciled you to God, then He is your Prince
of Peace. He’s the captain of your peace, the master of your peace, the keeper of
your peace. Your Prince of Peace will never leave you and will always help you, even
when life becomes difficult, expectations overwhelm, or the to-do’s outnumber the
hours in your day.
So when we feel rushed and hurried and chaotic, rather than filled with peace, how
do we find our way back to peace again?
Isaiah 26:3-4 says, You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast,
because they trust in you. Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord Himself, is
the Rock eternal.
Perfect peace belongs to us through Christ, and He gives to us generously. But we
must lean in. We must lean on. We must trust in our Prince of Peace.
To have a steadfast mind means to stay, to have your mind set on Him, to establish
your thoughts and imaginations on Him. When we lean in, setting our mind on
Jesus, He guards our mind and preserves our peace.
While preparing His disciples for His departure, Jesus said, Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27) My study Bible defines this peace as
“total well-being and inner rest of spirit, in fellowship with God.” And my eyes are
drawn to that last phrase - in fellowship with God.
We need to lean in. To stay. To set our thoughts on Jesus, the Prince of Peace.

Reflection
1. Are you filled with His peace, or what seems to rob you of peace today?
2. Do you know Jesus and worship Him as the Prince of your peace with God?
3. Will people around you experience the peace of Christ through their interactions with you today?

Position, Price and Promise
by Mike Gioielli

“Peace on earth! Good will towards men!” is a popular seasonal greeting this time of
year that is intended to promote a spirit of peace on earth among all men. In truth,
it is often a misquoted interpretation of Luke 2:14. Here, angelic witnesses of our
Savior’s birth are proclaiming what Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 9:6 - that we have
peace with God through Jesus – our Prince of Peace.
..and he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.
To truly understand the impact of Isaiah’s prophesy, we must dwell deeply upon the
nature of this “peace” that we have with God in terms of our Lord’s position, the
price he paid and the promises it offers to us today.
We can define “Prince” as a male of royal descent, a ruler, one who is sovereign and
preeminent – surpassing all others. Jesus is certainly all of these as we look at the
truth in the scriptures that attest to his authority and power given in his relationship
with God the Father.
God himself testifies in Matthew affirming his loving relationship with Jesus.
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.” Matthew 3:17
In both John and Matthew we see that with this position comes authority and power
over all things on heaven and on earth.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been
made. John 1:3
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Matthew 28:18
But this authority, power and position came with a unique, loving eternal purpose –
to restore all men to holy relationship with their God. Isaiah describes this essential
purpose of the life of Jesus in the price he paid for our sins.

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are
healed. Isaiah 53:5
For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
Hebrews 10:14
In this supreme and ultimate act, he is the provider of our peace. Only his position,
power and authority resulted in the perfect sacrifice for our sins, offering us a restored
relationship with our God; God sees us righteous only through the provision of his
Son’s sacrifice on the cross.
But what is this “peace” that results from Jesus’ work on the cross? How can it be
ours? What does it require of us?
“Peace” can be a scarce commodity during this season of celebration filled with family traditions, travel, commitments and seasonal events. Asked to define it, we might
quickly respond, “wellness, welfare, prosperity, safety, health, quiet, contentment”.
Our culture tells us that peace can be attained through material possessions, financial security, physical wellbeing or recreation. But God’s definition is much different.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. John 14:27
To those who have yet to place their faith in Jesus, this is peace in the promise of an
eternal destiny with God in heaven. As Paul explains in Romans, peace with God
is available to us only through our faith in Jesus Christ: that we are justified (made
right before God) by repenting of our sins and placing our faith in Jesus who is the
provider of our righteousness.
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:1
For those who claim Jesus as Lord, it is peace that results from assurance in our
position of righteousness before God.
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
1 John 5:11
It is also peace in the promise of his indwelling presence and in the comfort,
strength and protection it offers us as believers in Jesus.

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age
Matthew 28:20
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:7
Oh how wonderful to have these aspects of peace presiding in us at this time of
year! Do you seek this kind of peace? If so, what are some ways of acquiring it?
Scripture tells us that we all face a choice in the means we adopt for finding meaning and purpose in life. Will we believe the narratives of our culture, or what God
says in scripture? In the book of Romans, Paul instructs us how to resist the narratives of this world and be transformed to the ways of the indwelling spirit of Jesus.
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is
– his good, pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:2
We renew our minds by studying the life of Jesus, adopting his words, ways and
desires. As we make ourselves available to God, He promises that we will experience
peace as a fruit of the transforming Spirit within us.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against these, there is no law.
Galatians 5:22-23
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body. And be thankful. Colossians 3:15
Once this peace rules in our hearts, we become the ones in whom His peace is made
available to others, thus satisfying the Great Commission to reconcile others to God
through the peace and truth that dwells within us.
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” Isaiah 52:7
God, let this be the peace we spread in the world during this season and in the year
to come, so that others can come to know and love you!

Reflection
1. What thoughts come to mind as you reflect upon Jesus’ position, power and
authority as our Prince of Peace?
2. What are some ways you can make yourself more available to God and the
peace that He offers?
3. What are some ways that you can make this peace more available in your life?
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